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SUBJECT: GON'S INTEREST IN VISIT TO THE NETHERLANDS 
BY PRESIDENT FORD 

1. DURING SEPTEMBER 10 CONVERSATION WITH DCM TANGUY, 

MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION WESTERTERP VOLUNTEERED THAT 
AT THE FIRST COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING FOLLOWING THE 
SWEARING IN OF PRESIDENT FORD THERE WAS A DISCUSSION 

OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD IN DUE COURSE COME 
TO EUROPE. A CONSENSUS WAS REACHED THAT HE WOULD BE MOST 
WELCOME TO VISIT THE NETHERLANDS AT THAT TIME. WESTER- 
TERP DID NOT RPT NOT THINK THAT THE CURRENT CONTROVERSY 
OVER THE PARDON OF FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON WOULD HAVE 
ANY EFFECT ON THE GON'S FAVORABLE ATTITUDE TOWARD A 
PRESIDENTIAL VISIT UNLESS, CONTRARY TO WESTERTERP'S 
EXPECTATION, THE CONTROVERSY CONTINUED AND BECAME A 
MAJOR DEVISIVE ISSUE UNDERMINING PRESIDENT FORD'S 
POSITION IN THE UNITED STATES. 

2. WESTERTERP REFERRED TO CONVERSATIONS WITH THE DCM 
IN THE WINTER OF 1972-73 (WHEN WESTERTERP WAS STATE 
SECRETARY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN THE PREVIOUS BIESHEUVEL- 
SCHMELZER GOVERNMENT) WHICH HAD TOUCHED ON THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF A VISIT BY PRESIDENT NIXON TO EUROPE THEN 
BEING BRUITED IN DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES. WESTERTERP RECALLED 
THAT HE HAD TOLD THE DCM FRANKLY, AS AN OLD FRIEND. 

THAT THERE WAS NO ENTHUSIASM ON THE PART OF THE THEN 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE NETHERLANDS NOR, IN HIS JUDGMENT, ON 
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THE PART OF THE DUTCH PEOPLE FOR SUCH A VISIT. HE 
CONTRASTED THIS WITH THE POSITIVE INTEREST SHOWN BY THE 
DEN UYL GOVERNMENT TOWARD A POSSIBLE VISIT BY PRESIDENT 
FORD TO THE NETHERLANDS. 
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